
Letter to Legislator

Dear Representative Ayers,

My name is Jessica Tai, and my colleague, Cynthia Menna, and I are writing to express our
support for the Cover All Kids with Disabilities bill (H.1310 / S.763). I am a resident of Quincy
and I, along with my colleague, study Public Health at Brandeis University. We believe it is
crucial that all people have equal opportunity to access healthcare and live healthy lives. As the
COVID-19 pandemic has made evident, a strong public health infrastructure is necessary to
ensure that all individuals have access to care when they need it the most. We urge you to
support H.1310, An Act to ensure equitable access to health coverage for children with
disabilities, which would enable these individuals to live a fuller and healthier life.

As the founder of the Quincy Helping Hand Program and your own handicap automotive
conversion business, we know that you are a strong advocate for the disabled community. Since
1991, the Quincy Helping Hand Program has successfully aided thousands of Quincy and South
Shore residents in obtaining essential medical equipment that improve the lives of disabled
individuals. However, the needs of the disability community are still severely under-met, and
many struggle to receive proper access to care. This particularly holds true for children with
disabilities who lack a formal immigration status, as they often come from low-income families
and thus cannot afford the necessary medical equipment, prescriptions, or care they so
desperately need. Currently, there is no sufficient health coverage plan to help families cope with
these difficulties. These children can only access safety net programs with strict limits on
covered benefits. The strict limits include a $200 cap on both medical equipment and
prescription drugs, and zero coverage for home health services, emergency room visits, inpatient
hospital care, and ambulance or medical transportation. The only thing preventing them from
qualifying for MassHealth CommonHealth, a comprehensive health coverage plan specifically
designed for individuals with disabilities or complex health conditions, is their immigration
status.

The Cover All Kids with Disabilities bill would expand coverage of MassHealth CommonHealth
to include children and low-income young adults with disabilities─regardless of immigration
status. This would improve the lives of thousands living in the state of Massachusetts, as it would
mean that they could finally receive the care they need.

While some may argue that a bill like this is simply not in the state’s budget, it is crucial that we
make room for it. Health experts say that a lack of coverage results in children needing more
acute, emergency or hospital-based care, and staying in the hospital longer than necessary in the
future. Ultimately, this type of urgent care is more expensive, and in the long-term, it is actually
more cost-efficient for the state to provide preventive care.



Therefore, we urge you to take decisive action and cosponsor the Cover All Kids With
Disabilities bill, H.1310 and S.763. Thank you for your time.

For more information, please contact us or Healthcare For All Massachusetts:
yromulus@hcfama.org
cynthiamenna@brandeis.edu
jtai@brandeis.edu

Best,
Cynthia Menna
Jessica Tai
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